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unmarried manservant and maidservant. One son, on
Malthusian grounds, is the best number to leave behind
you, " for so will wealth increase " ; or if you leave a second
son you should die old—after you have built up an estate
large enough to stand division, he probably means (11. 376-8).
Again, we have seen how in winter, when there is less work
to do, one must take the opportunity of cutting down rations
both for man and beast—and if you are hungry you had better
go to bed ; " the long nights are a great help." Still, with
foresight and labour and reasonably good treatment by
the gods, you can make ends meet with a little to spare.
Then you can sit in the shade and eat and drink in the dog
days after the harvest, and have oil for warmth in the bitter
month Lenaion, and relax your usual thriftiness a little in
handing out the rations, both when you are just opening
a new jar and when just finishing up the last of what is left
in an old one (11. 368-9). "It is too late to spare when the
bottom is bare."
But there is more that we should like to know in order
to complete our picture of the attitude to life of this canny
old Greek farmer and his contemporaries. We should like
to see his neighbours at play, and to know what holy-days
they keep and what manner of gods they worship or placate,
and how. And are they, on the whole, a cheerful or a gloomy
people, and especially do they, like so many primitive peoples,
live in a perpetual dread of demons and unseen powers ?
In short, we should like to know something of what, in the
loose sense of the word, one may call their philosophy.
From Homer, directly or indirectly, all the world is
familiar with the family party of the Olympic gods : Zeus,
the dark-browed lord of the thunder, more mighty than all
his kindred put together (II. viii, 17-27); genial, sensual,
a trifle afraid of the tongue of his terror of a wife, Hera,
but habitually unfaithful; his children, the splendid Apollo,
the skilful and warlike grey-eyed Athene, the archer Artemis,
the messenger Hermes, and the powers of Love and War, the
soft Aphrodite and the braggart Ares, the pair whom
Homer singles out in the Iliad for discomfiture by a mortal

